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INTRODUCING THE NEW 201 
NOW WITH STANDARD HANDS-FREE BL 


And that’s not all. The 2010 Santa Fe has been redesigned with an all-new cylinder engine, 
a more powerful, fuel-efficient 276 hp V6 and a touch-screen navigation system’ with backup 
camera. And, of course, it’s an exceptional value starting from $25,999. 


hyundaicanada.com ED HYUNDAr 


OOTH. 


™The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trade marks owned by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. ’Navigation system with backup camera is an available option. When 
equipped with optional navigation package, Bluetooth® Handsfree and the navigation system only recognize English voice commands. *Starting price for 2010 Santa Fe GL 2.4L 6-spd: $25,999. Starting price 
for 2010 Santa Fe Limited shown: $35,799. Prices exclude Delivery and Destination charge ($1,760), applicable license fees, insurance, registration and all taxes. Delivery and Destination charge includes 
freight, P.D.E., dealer admin fees and a full tank of gas. Dealer order may be required. Dealer may sell for less. Prices are subject to change. See dealer for details or hyundaicanada.com. 


HEAVENLY MATCH >> It’s a meeting of deranged minds (and we mean that in a good way] as Tim Burton 
adapts Lewis Carroll's trippy classic Alice in Wonderland. Here, Burton discusses bringing Carroll’s 
Strange creatures to life, casting an unknown as Alice and why he called on his long-time cinematic 
co-conspirators Johnny Depp and Helena Bonham Carter to join in the fun “ By Sheila Roberts 
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ISLAND GETAWAY 32 

Emily Mortimer says playing 
an escaped mental patient in 
Shutter Island was stressful, 
but acting crazy In front of 
co-star Leonardo DiCaprio 
and director Martin Scorsese 
was enough to drive her mad 
9 By Bob Strauss 


TACKLING ΤΟΙΘΤΟΥ 9 36 
After starring in Wanted, 
James McAvoy craved a 
talky role, and he got his 


wish playing a naive lad 
who becomes Leo Tolstoy’s 
secretary in The Last Station 
e By Bob Strauss 
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VERY CURIOUS, 


INDEED 


I heard something funny at the theatre the other night. There was a family behind me at the ticket 
counter — a mother, a father and a teenaged boy. The latter looked like he didn’t want to be there. 
He was sullen, a bit surly, and dressed like he’d just walked out of an army surplus store. 

Then something behind the counter caught the kid’s eye — a giant cut-out poster promoting 
Alice in Wonderland. “Oh, cool, Iso want to see that,” he said. Dad took a look, and was confused. 
“You want to see Alice in Wonderland?” “Yeah,” said the kid, “it’s Tim Burton.” Dad’s confusion — and, 
quite honestly, a touch of fear — evaporated. “Oh, Tim Burton, yeah,” dad said, the image of his son 
restored. Everything fit. Whew. 

We’ve been hearing buzz about Tim Burton’s Alice in Wonderland for so long (he signed on in 2007) 
that it no longer seems like odd source material for the genius director with macabre tendencies. Yes, 
Lewis Carroll’s 1865 children’s novel has some pretty weird imagery (smoking caterpillars, giant 
mushrooms, moronic twins), and there’s no doubt there’s lots in there that’s not meant for kids 
(or good kids, anyway), but let’s face it, when you think of Alice in Wonderland, you think of a little 
girl with a frilly frock and a big blue headband. 

Well, Burton’s done away with the headband. And as for Alice, she’s no longer a little girl; she’s 19 
and trying to escape an unsuitable marriage proposal. Just as with his Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, 
Burton cast Johnny Depp as his ingénue’s odd mentor and made the setting more ominous, as if the 
very environment is about to swallow up our young protagonist. So, there you go. Alice in Wonderland 
meets Tim Burton and surly teens are legitimately allowed to enjoy the children’s tale. 

Truth is, Burton had to change things, at least alittle, just to make himself happy. In our interview, 
“Walking in a Burton Wonderland,” page 38, the director admits he never really liked the book that much. 

While star Leonardo DiCaprio and director Martin Scorsese may be driving the buzz behind 
Shutter Island, the movie would fall apart without Emily Mortimer. She plays the escaped psychiatric 
patient at the core of the thriller, and in “Breakout Performance,” page 32, Mortimer admits she 
wasn't totally prepared to go mad. 

James McAvoy’s The Last Station just hit theatres after touring the fests. In “From Russia, With Love,” 
page 36, McAvoy explains why this sort of talky — but funny — period piece is his type of film. 

And we have two special sections in this issue. The 2010 Winter Olympic Games are being shown 
on the big screen this month and starting on page 12 you’ll find an event schedule and list of 
locations where you can catch the fun live from Vancouver. And on page 25 we have our annual 
Academy Awards Preview — trivia, fashion, history, and a rundown of the films and performances 
the critics felt were the best of 2009. 
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WANT FREE DVDS? JUST CLICK IT. 


Now use your SCENE™ points* towards the purchase of DVDs δι BLU-RAYs 
at the CINEPLEX STORE. PLUS, you earn SCENE points on every transaction. 
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1 Usually “hot couple” 

Javier Bardem and 
Penélope Cruz instead opt 
for “adorable couple” in this 
shot taken while they were 
scuba diving off Brazil’s 
Fernando de Noronha Island. 
Bardem’s also a bit scary, we 
think, but just because his wet 
helmet hair reminds us of 
No Country for Old Men. 


[5] PHOTO BY MJL/BROADIMAGE/KEYSTONE 


2 Nothing in that outfit is 
remotely Victorian, and yet 

when Robert Downey Jr. puts it 
all together he looks like he’s still 
channelling Sherlock Holmes. 
Maybe it’s the backdrop. Downey 
and his wife Susan Levi depart 
their London, England, hotel 
hand in hand. 


[5] PHOTO BY KEYSTONE 


3 We had this crazy dream. 
Hugh Jackman was there. 

And he was running with his 
kids on Copacabana Beach in 
Rio. The lighting was wild, and 
his eyes were glowing, and his 
son was doing this really freaky 
dance. Weird. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


4 We love how Parisian 
teens care more about 
their croque-monsieurs than 
about watching Miley Cyrus and 
her boyfriend Liam Hemsworth 
smooch on the Champs-Elysées 
during a recent trip to the 
City of Lights. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


5 Would it be rude for 

us to examine what 
Kiefer Sutherland has in his 
cart during a trip to L.A.’s 
Gelson’s supermarket ? 
Rice Dream rice-based beverage, 
olive oil, spaghetti sauce... Oh, it 
would ? Sorry. 


[5] PHOTO BY AHMAD ELATAB/SPLASH NEWS 
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Getting under the Wolfman’s skin...and hair...and teeth. 
Plus, the Sex and the City gals are flat 


HAIRY 


DEAL 


When you're 
six-time Oscar- 
winning makeup 
artist Rick Baker, you 
don't make cold calls to 
find work. Unless you 
find out Universal is 
remaking The Wolfman 
with Benicio Del Toro. 

It was while watching 
monster movies like the 
original Wolf Man [1941] 
and Frankenstein [1931] 
as a kid that Baker 
decided he wanted to 
become a makeup artist. 
(And werewolves remain 
special to Baker — he 
won his first Oscar in 
1981 forAnAmerican 
Werewolf in London.) 

Baker wanted to pay 
homage to the original 
film’s makeup artist, the 
legendary Jack P. Pierce, 
by mirroring the look 
Pierce created for star 
Lon Chaney Jr. He used 
dentures, awiganda 
latex foam mask to cover 
the upper part of Del Toro's 
face, and then glued yak 
hair on the lower part of 
his face to complete the 
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Rick Baker works 
on Benicio Del Toro 


transformation. 

The big difference 
between the two artists’ 
techniques is that 
materials have improved 
in the last 70 years, 50 it 
only took three hours to 
apply Del Toro’s makeup 
instead of the six used 
to transform Chaney. 

But Baker told 
Entertainment Weekly it 
was Still difficult to work 
on Del Toro since he 
was So hairy to begin 
with: “Here we have 
Benicio Del Toro, who’s 
practically the Wolfman 
already.... Where do you 
90 from there? He's 
practically there as it is!” 

Baker admits to being 
disappointed that the 
Studio decided to show 


= Ge 
LON CHANEY JR. 


Del Toro’s transformation 
from man-to-werewolf 
with CGI instead of 
makeup. But even the 
maverick makeup artist 
(he’s never had an agent, 
works only when he feels 
inspired and just 
recently learned to use 
email) realizes that 
high-tech computer- 
generated effects may 
put old-school makeup 
artists like himself out 
of business. At last 
year’s Comic-Con 

Baker said, “I think 

the kids who have the 
interest in this stuff 


We 
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RICK BAKER 


would be going into the 
CG end of It, and | think 
they should. | just hope 
[makeup ] doesn’t die.” 
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DE FILM > “FILMING 
IN NEW YORK” 
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[5] RICK BAKER INSET IMAGE © A.M.PA.S., “FILMING IN NEW YORK” IMAGE BY LAWRENCE SCHWARTZWALD/SPLASH NEWS 
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“May well be the most technically 
impressive game the PS8 will 
see this year.” — IGN.com 
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HOW FAR WILL YOU GO 


The hunt is on for the Origami Killer, named after his calling card of leaving folded paper shapes on victims. 
Four characters, each with their own motives, take part in a desperate attempt to stop the killer from claiming a new victim. 


MATURE 17+ 
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PlayStation 


εἰ. PlayStation. quantiqaijream εἰ. 


© 2009 Sony Computer Entertainment Europe. Developed by Quantic Dream. Heavy Rain is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment Europe. All rights reserved. 
“PlayStation” and the “PS" Family logo are registered trademarks and “PS3" is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 
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CICS ESE LIES Est 


It’s just like being there — but without the 
frostbite...and with a big bag of popcorn. Delicious, delicious 
popcorn. For the first time, Cineplex Entertainment presents 
the CTV Olympic Games Broadcast live on the big screen. 
Below you'll find a day-by-day breakdown of all Olympic 


events. For information about times and match-ups, go to 
CTVOlympics.ca. While it’s impossible to show every event, 
screenings will focus on key races, games and matches, and 
highlight local athletes whenever possible 


e OPENING CEREMONIES 
ὁ SKI JUMPING Normal Hill (NH) 
Individual 


e SKI JUMPING NH Individual 

e ALPINE SKIING Men’s Downhill 

e LONG TRACK SPEED SKATING 
Men’s 5,000 m 

e HOCKEY Women’s 

ὁ BIATHLON Women’s 2.5 km Sprint 

ὁ FREESTYLE SKIING Women's Moguls 

e LUGE Men’s 

e SHORT TRACK SPEED SKATING Men’s 
1,500 m/Women’s 500 m/ 
Women’s 3,000 m Relay 


e ALPINE SKIING Women’s 
Super Combined 

e NORDIC COMBINED NH Individual / 
Men's Individual 10 km 

ὁ BIATHLON Men's 10 km Sprint 

e HOCKEY Women’s 

e LONG TRACK SPEED SKATING 
Women’s 3,000 m 

e LUGE Men’s 

ὁ FREESTYLE SKIING Men's Moguls 

e FIGURE SKATING Pairs 
Figure Skating (Short] 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2010 


e CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING 
Women’s 10 km/Men’s 15 km 
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ὁ SNOWBOARD Men's 
Snowboard Cross 

e HOCKEY Women’s 

e LONG TRACK SPEED SKATING 
Men’s 500 m 

e FIGURE SKATING Pairs (Long] 

e LUGE Women’s 


e CURLING Men’s and Women’s 
e ALPINE SKIING Men’s 
Super Combined 
e SNOWBOARD Women’s 
Snowboard Cross 
ὁ BIATHLON Women’s 
10 km Pursuit / 
Men's 12.5 km Pursuit 
e HOCKEY Men's 
e LONG TRACK SPEED SKATING 
Women’s 500 m 
e LUGE Women's Singles 
e FIGURE SKATING Men's [Short] 
e HOCKEY Women’s 


e CURLING Women’s and Men's 

e CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING 
Women’s 1.5 km Team Sprint / 
Men's 1.5 km Team Sprint 

ὁ ALPINESKIING Women’s Downhill 

e HOCKEY Men’s and Women’s 

e SNOWBOARD Men's Halfpipe 

e LONG TRACK SPEED SKATING 
Men’s 1,000 m 

e LUGE Doubles 

e SHORT TRACK SPEED SKATING 
Women’s 500 m/ Men's 
1,000 m/Men’s 5,000 m Relay 


e BIATHLON Women’s 15 km and 
Men's 20 km Individual 
e SKELETON Men's Skeleton / 
Women’s Skeleton 
e CURLING Men’s and Women’s 
ὁ FIGURE SKATING Men's [Free] 
continued > 


mi 


[5] ALL IMAGES © VANOC/COVAN 
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Enter the Galaxy, the first Samsung phone powered by Android. 
With over 10,000 apps on Android Market™ — from arcade games 


and celebrity news, to Fun extras like Movie Finder and Google” 
Sky Map — what's in your Galaxy? 


Samsung.com/mobile 


Samsung Galaxy™ 


Infinite possibilities. 


SAMSUNG 
mobile 


Exclusively at Bel 


Ω 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
Ω 


2.99 9 Women’s Halfpipe 


@ Men’s and Women’s 


Women’s 1,000 m 


° Men's Super-G 

. Large Hill (LH) 
Individual 

. Women’s 
15 km Pursuit 

9 Men's Skeleton / 
Women’s Skeleton 

. Men's and Women’s 

. Ice Dance 
(Compulsory) 

Θ Men's 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2010 


° Women’s Super-G 

. LH Individual 

9 Men's 
30 km Pursuit 

ο Two-Man 

. Men's and Women’s 


Women’s 1,500 m/ 
Men’s 1,000 m 


Women’s Aerials 
® Men’s and Women’s 


Men’s 1,500 m 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2010 


e Men's Giant Slalom 
ο Men's 15 km 
Mass Start / Women’s 
12.5 km Mass Start 
. Two-Man 
. Men's and Women’s 
° Ice Dance 
(Original) 
. Men's Ski Cross 
. Men's 


Women’s 1,500 m 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2010 


. LH Team 

e Men's 
Team Sprint /Women's Team Sprint 

9 Men’s and Women’s 

. Ice Dance [Free] 


Men’s Aerials 
® Men’s and Women’s 


. LH Team / 
Team Relay 

e Women’s 
4X6 km Relay 

e Women’s 

. Men’s and Women’s 


Women’s [Short] 


Women’s Ski Cross 

. Men's 

e Men's 
10,000 m 


. Women’s 
Giant Slalom 

. Men's 
4X 10 km Relay 

. Women’s 

. Men's and Women’s 


Women’s 1000 m/ Men’s 500 m/ 
Women’s 3,000 m Relay 
Women’s Aerials 

. Men’s 


Women’s 5,000 m 


» 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2010 


e LH Individual / 


Men’s Individual 10 km 

. Women’s 
4X5 km Relay 

e Men’s and Women’s 
(Semifinals] 

° Women's Figure 
Skating (Free] 

. Men’s Aerials 

. Women’s (Bronze and 
Gold Medal Games} 


e Women’s Slalom 

. Men's 4Χ 7.5 km Relay 

. Four-Man 

° Women’s (Bronze and 
Gold Medal Matches] 
Men’s 500 m/Women’s 1,000 m/ 
Men's 5,000 m Relay 


. Women’s 
Parallel Giant Slalom 
8 Men’s 


Men’s /Women’s Team Pursuit 
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e Men’s Slalom 


Women’s 30 km Mass Start 
. Four-Man 
2 Men’s (Bronze 
and Gold Medal Matches] 
. Exhibition Gala 
ο Men's Parallel 
Giant Slalom 
° Men's 
(Bronze Medal Game] 


Men’s Team Pursuit / 
Women’s Team Pursuit 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2010 


Men’s 50 km Mass Start 
. Men’s 
(Gold Medal Game} 
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* All lnformation Subject To Change. 
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CTV OLYMPICGAMES 
BROADCAST AT CINEPLEX 


: SUDBURY > SilverCity Sudbury ἘΠ NANAIMO > Galaxy Cinemas Nanaimo 

ANCASTER > SilverCity Ancaster : THUNDER BAY > SilverCity Thunder Bay PITT MEADOWS > Cineplex Odeon 

AURORA > Cineplex Odeon Aurora : TORONTO > Cineplex Entertainment Theatre : Meadowtown Centre Cinemas 

BARRIE > Galaxy Cinemas Barrie : Toronto (259 Richmond Street West] : RED DEER > Galaxy Cinemas Red Deer 

BRAMPTON > SilverCity Brampton 2 WINDSOR “9 Cineplex Odeon Devonshire Mall 2 REGINA > Galaxy Cinemas Regina 

BRANTFORD > Galaxy Cinemas Brantford ! : PRINCE GEORGE > Famous Players 6 Cinemas 

BURLINGTON > SilverCity Burlington : : RICHMOND > SilverCity Riverport 

ETOBICOKE > Cineplex Odeon Queensway 2 CALGARY > Cineplex Entertainment Theatre 2 SASKATOON > Galaxy Cinemas Saskatoon 

HAMILTON > SilverCity Hamilton Ἐς Calgary (Chinook 6455 MacLeod Trail Southwest}: SURREY > Cineplex Odeon Strawberry Hill 

KINGSTON > Cineplex Odeon Gardiner’s Road : CALGARY > Cineplex Odeon Sunridge Spectrum i VERNON > Galaxy Cinemas Vernon 

KITCHENER/CAMBRIDGE/WATERLOO 2 CALGARY > Cineplex Odeon Crowfoot Crossing 2 VICTORIA > SilverCity Victoria Cinemas 

> Galaxy Cinemas Waterloo : COQUITLAM > SilverCity Coquitlam : WINNIPEG > SilverCity Polo Park τ 

LONDON > SilverCity London : EDMONTON > Cineplex Entertainment Theatre : WINNIPEG > SilverCity St. Vital 

LONDON > SilverCity Westmount & VIP Cinemas : Edmonton (West Edmonton Mall 8770 | = 

MARKHAM > Cineplex Odeon First Markham Place : 170 Street Northwest Edmonton} ε 8 

MISSISSAUGA > Coliseum Mississauga : EDMONTON > Cineplex Odeon North Edmonton : LAVAL > Colossus Laval (English) & 

NEWMARKET > SilverCity Newmarket (XSCAPE] | EDMONTON>CineplexOdeon South Edmonton § | MONTREAL > Cineplex Odeon Brossard (French) Ξ 

NIAGARA FALLS > Cineplex Odeon Niagara Square : GRANDE PRAIRIE > Cineplex Odeon Grande Prairie : MONTREAL > Cineplex Entertainment Theatre ΞΞ } ALL THE MAGIC OF THE MOVIES. 

NORTH BAY > Galaxy Cinemas North Bay : KAMLOOPS > Cineplex Odeon Aberdeen Mall : Montreal (977 Rue Sainte-Catherine Ouest] Β { ἐ 5 ξ - ἐ 2 2 ἐξ ᾿Ξ j 
NORTH YORK > Cineplex Odeon | KELOWNA Famous Players Orchard Plaza 5 | (English) Ξ } ἣ Pp ἢ ly hd y βΒ y ῇ k εἶ 
Sheppard Centre Cinemas : LANGLEY > Colossus Langley : MONTREAL > Coliseum Kirkland [English] ὃ c Γ ce ir Γ or las: 
OAKVILLE > SilverCity Oakville ε LETHBRIDGE > Galaxy Cinemas Lethbridge ε QUEBEC CITY > Cineplex Odeon Ste. Foy (French] Ξ For more details and to book your party, visit Cineplex.com or contact your local participating theatre. 
OSHAWA > Cineplex Odeon North Oshawa : MISSION > SilverCity Mission : ROCK FOREST > Galaxy Cinemas Ξ 

OTTAWA > Coliseum Ottawa 2 MEDICINE HAT > Galaxy Cinemas Medicine Hat 2 Sherbrooke [French] Ξ 


<> 
CINEPLEX 


ESCAPE WITH US 


OTTAWA > SilverCity Gloucester 

OWEN SOUND > Galaxy Cinemas Owen Sound 
PETERBOROUGH > Galaxy Cinemas Peterborough 
RICHMOND HILL > SilverCity Richmond Hill 
SARNIA > Famous Players Lambton 9 Cinemas 


Tickets must be purchased at the theatre in which you plan to watch the 


ἰ "" 4 Gyo 
MS acetates event. Individual day tickets are [plus taxes], while a passport Φ scotiabank Sheatee SuWERCITY SEON pa La 


FAMOUS PLAYERS . 
ἐμ 


SCARBOROUGH > Coliseum Scarborough @ allowing you unlimited access for all 17 days is [plus taxes). 


® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license 
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BEDTIME STORY 


ust a few years ago, Montreal’s Alexandre Franchi 
trained bankers for a living. “I gave them advice for 
financing small- and medium-sized businesses,” he 
says. The job had him travelling between Canada 
and Dubai, often sequestered in foreign hotel 
rooms with little to do. Fortunately, Franchi’s father, 
a photographer, implanted a love of imagery in his 
son. So, lost in those strange hotel beds, he started 
to write. 

The result is his debut feature, The Wild Hunt, an independent 
Quebec film that revolves around a medieval-themed live action 
role-playing game. At the root of the story, Erik (Ricky Mabe), who 
is not a gamer, invades the insular world of faux swords and shields 
in an attempt to win back his gaming girlfriend, Evelyn (Tiio Horn). 

Franchi says where his role-playing movie differs from others is 
in the amount of respect it pays to the players. He says in most such 
films “the characters are goofy and behave like bozos. In my film, 
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they’re heroes. I focus on the passion and effort they put into their 
battles.” In fact, as Erik gets caught up in the quest to find his 
beloved, his passions are inflamed, the game’s rules are broken, and 
fantasy and reality collide in a most dramatic way. 

With a budget of $405,000 and more than 300 extras, the movie was 
shot at Bicolline, a permanent medieval-style environment built near 
Shawinigan, Quebec, for real-life live action role-playing aficionados. 
The film premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) 
this past September, where it won Best Canadian First Feature Film. 
It was also selected by TIFF as one Canada’s Top Ten films of 2009. 

The Wild Hunt opens in Quebec this month, and across Canada at 
a date still to be determined. “I’m an anxious person,” says Franchi. 
“But, for now, the reaction of everyone who’s seen the film is 
excellent, so I’m letting myself dream...while keeping both my feet 
on the ground.” α 
{Π{Π|{Π||||Π|||Π||||||||||||{Π||{1||{Π||Π||{||||Π|{Π|||{||{Π||Π|Π||Π|{|||||||ΠΠ|Π||||{Π||{ΠΠ||{Π||Π|Π||{Π|||{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ|ΠΠ||||] 

Mathieu Chantelois 


Get your movie info, celebrity scoops, in-depth interviews, 
fashion spreads and columns every month! 
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Dear John’s Channing Tatum and Amanda Seufried get romantic in the rain 


John (Channing Tatum}, a 
Special Forces soldier, meets 
college student Savannah 
Lynn (Amanda Seyfried] while 
on leave. They fall in love, and 
even though John is deployed to 
the Middle East they keep up 
their relationship through 
letters. But how long can love 
prevail when it’s a pen-on- 
paper romance Ὁ Based on the 


novel by lovey-dovey author 
Nicholas Sparks [The Notebook, 
Nights in Rodanthe and A Walk 
to Remember). 


In this atypical horror/thriller, 
three skiers — Shawn Ashmore, 
Emma Bell and Kevin Zegers — 
Sneak onto a chairlift to take a 
run down the mountain before 
the resort closes for a week. But 


when the power stops, and the 
lights are turned off, the trio 
finds itself stranded in mid-air in 
the chairlift. Oh, and there’s a big 
Snowstorm moving in. 


This critically acclaimed debut 
by 20-year-old Quebec 
actor/director Xavier Dolan 

(it picked up three awards at 
last year’s Cannes Film Festival} 


ELEASES ο΄ BY INGRID RANDOJA 


focuses on the tortured 
relationship between gay 
teenager Hubert (Dolan) 
and his abrasive mother 
(Anne Dorval). Dolan wrote 
the screenplay when he 
was in his teens, and 
although he says It’s not 
completely autobiographical, 
itis based on his experience 
of coming out while living 
at home. 
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Areformed gambler turned 
insurance investigator 
(Steve Buscemi] heads to 


Las Vegas to expose a Stripper 


(Emmanuelle Chriqui) who 
filed a Suspicious claim. 


A brutal action flick about a 
naive American government 


agent (Jonathan Rhys Myers} : 
paired witha veteran U.S. agent : 


(John Travolta) to stopa 
terrorist attack on Paris. 


Travolta, who played a goateed 


bad boy in The Taking of 
Pelham 1 2 3, ups his nasty 
quotient by adding a shaved 
head to the goatee. 


John Travolta in From Paris With Love 


Up in the Air: Bradley Cooper and Julia Roberts co-star in Valentine’s Day 


If attracting viewers 
from every conceivable 
demographic was the 
producers’ plan for this 
ensemble rom-com 
about friends and lovers 
surviving Valentine’s Day, 
well then, they've 
succeeded. The cast 
includes Taylor Lautner, 
Julia Roberts, Taylor Swift, 
Bradley Cooper, Shirley 
MacLaine, Jamie Foxx, 
Jessica Biel, Ashton 
Kutcher, Queen Latifah, 
Jessica Alba and 
Jennifer Garner. [hat’s 
three Oscar winners, two 
Taylors, two Jessicas and 
potentially one big 
payoff at the box office. 


Teenager Percy Jackson 
(Logan Lerman] discovers 
that not only do the 
ancient Greek gods exist, 
he’s the son of the god 
Poseidon (Kevin McKidd). 
Percy Is shipped off toa 
camp with other 
“half-blood” continued 
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The Wolfman’s Benicio Del Toro before a full moon appears 


>> kids (one human parent, one 
divine parent}, where Zeus’s 
(Sean Bean] favourite lightning 
bolt is stolen. Percy becomes the 
prime suspect, and it’s up to him 
to catch the real thief before a 


february 
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From left: Ben Kingsley, Leonardo DiCaprio and Mark Ruffalo in Shutter Island 


war breaks out between the 
feuding gods. 


The Wolfman 


This gothic horror pic has had its 


it was originally set to open in 
April 2009 — asthe studio felt 
Benicio Del Toro’s transformation 
from Victorian nobleman to 
lycanthrope wasn't terrifying 


release date pushed back twice — : enough and ordered six weeks of 


μεν 
Y 


re-shoots. Emily Blunt stars 
as Del Toro’s love interest, 
while the semi-retired 
Anthony Hopkins makes a 
rare on-screen appearance 
as Del Toro’s father. 


Shutter Island 

Martin Scorsese helms this 
twisty thriller set in 1954 on 
the desolate Shutter Island. 
The island is home to the 
Ashecliffe Hospital for the 
Criminally Insane, where 
U.S. Marshal Teddy Daniels 
(Leonardo DiCaprio) and his 
partner (Mark Ruffalo) have 
been summoned to locate a 
murderer (Emily Mortimer} 
who's escaped from her 

cell and is hiding somewhere 
on the lonely island. 

See Emily Mortimer 
interview, page 32. 
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Tracy Morgan (left) and Bruce Willis in Cop Out 


The Crazies’ Timothy Olyphant 


eprciar | 


on the Big 
screen 


WITH GARRISON KEILLOR 
Thurs., Feb. 4 


SIMON BOCCANEGRA 
(VERDI) 
Live: Sat., Feb. 6 


Fri., Feb. 12 to Sun., Feb. 28 
(See details, page 12) 


ELIMINATION CHAMBER 
Sun., Feb. 21 


Cop Out 

Director Kevin Smith was blown 
away when fellow New Jersey 
boy Bruce Willis called to 
suggest they work together. So 
the indie filmmaker and the big 
action star teamed up — with | TheCrazies 

30 Rock star Tracy Morgan along , Director George Romero's 1973 
for the ride —for this buddy pic: _-~+horror about 8 virus that turns 
about two detectives (Morgan, the people of a small town into 
Willis] who get mixed up zombie-like killers gets updated 
with a stolen baseball card, with Timothy Olyphant playing 
gangsters and, of course, the sheriff coping with the 

a beautiful woman. violent townsfolk. 


SHOWTIMES 
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All release dates are subject to change. 
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PCMOEMY 
Awards 


Sunday, March 7, 2010 
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Best Picture: More to Love 
Test Your Oscar Fashion Smarts 
Who Did the Critics Pick? 


EH) BROADCAST 
worm AT CINEPLEX 
—————————— πα δδι 


SEE THE VANCOUVER 2010 OLYMPIC WINTER GAMES ON THE BIG SCREEN a 
IN HD AND SURROUND SOUND, AT YOUR LOCAL CINEPLEX THEATRE. 


Go to CT VOlympics.ca /theatre to learn more. 


-- 


For the first time, all of the nominated short films will be shown on 
the big screen at Cineplex theatres prior to the Academy Awards. 
First, on Wednesday, March 3rd, there will be a screening of the 
Live Action Short Films, on Thursday, March 4th the Animated Short 
Films will screen, and on Oscar day, Sunday, March 7th, there’s a 
double feature of all nominated Live and Animated Short Films. 


Go to for times, locations 
and to buy tickets. 
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More change — actors 
steve Martin andA ald 
share the hosting duties 
this year. The last time 

“ Oscar had more than one 
host was in 1987 when 
Goldie Hawn, Chevy Chase 
and Australian shrimp- wn ihe 7 
barbecuer Paul Hogan an ne? 


shared the duties. 
Like Hawn and Chase 
(Foul Play, Seems Like Old 
> Times), Martin and Baldwin 
have proven they work well 
together. This year, ce : 
— they co-starred in the ἐδ Ν 
Golden Globe-nominated γι — 
rom-com It’s Complicated, ᾿ 
and in 2008 Martin 
guest-starred as sham 
business magnate 
Gavin Volure on 
Baldwin’s 30 Rock. 
Plus, the pairis one- 


, 


i ΟΝ 


ae att Mh 
STEVE MARTIN . 


ALEC BALDWIN 


The Academy of Motion Picture \ two atop the list of 
Y Ρ 
Arts and Sciences has doubled the frequent Saturday 
Night Live hosts, 


number of Best Picture nominees from 
five to 10. Yes, it’s a big deal, but as 
Stuffy as the organization can appear, 
it's never really been opposed to 
change. Here we examine other 

ways the ceremony has evolved 

BY MARNI WEISZ 


with Martin’s 15 

appearances nudging 

out Baldwin's 14. —_— 
᾿ 


10 ways the Academy Awards siructure 
has changed since 1929's inaqugural ceremony: 


The announcement last 


June that the 82nd Academy 
Awards would feature not five, 
but 10, Best Picture nominees 
may have been a blip in the lives 
of casual movie fans, but for 


years when the nominees are 
erudite indie dramas rather 
than box-office hits, the 
show’s ratings plummet. 

The Academy itself poked fun 
at this disconnection during 


_ 


Dev Patel reacts as his small-budget indie film S/umdog Millionaire wins at last year’s Academy Awards 


So what does it mean to have 
10, instead of five, Best Picture 


nominees? The shine that 
comes with being able to 
splash “Nominated for a 


Best Picture Oscar” across DVD 


out, allowing a lesser title (yes 

you, Crash) to zip in between 

and capture the big prize. 
Truth is, the Academy Awards 

has never been static. Over 

the past eight decades it has 


} 


In only its second 

year, Academy Awards’ 
organizers are already 
trying to trim the show 
and reduce the number 
of categories from 12 to 
seven. They are left with 
Outstanding Picture, 
Directing, Writing, 
Cinematography, 

Art Direction, Actor 
and Actress. 


} 


More glam! Realizing that 
actors are the ones we 
really want to see giving 
weepy acceptance 
speeches, Oscar adds 
Best Supporting Actor 
and Best Supporting 
Actress to the big night. 


I 


The award for Best 
Special Effects is 


I 


Best Documentary is 
added to the ballot, and 
the show’s attendees 
finally have a good time to 
take a bathroom break. 


} 


Awards for Best Costume 
Design are given out for 
the first time — two, in 
fact. One for a black-and- 
white movie [Hamlet] 


Previously, eight foreign- 
language films had been 
given “special awards” 
outside of the officially 
mandated prizes. 


I 


Rick Baker wins the 
inaugural award for 

Best Makeup for his work 
on An American Werewolf 
in London. Baker goes on 
to win five more times, 


Best Animated Film. Pixar 
has won four of the seven 
years Since. 


} 


As new awards were 
added, old ones were 
made defunct. Your grand- 
parents may remember 
these early categories: 


Best Engineering 


Oscar aficionados it was huge. the 77th Awards when host ads will certainly dull. And from evolved, devolved, shifted and Ξ introduced. Without the and the other for a colour for films ranging Effects (1927 to 1928) 
Growing criticism that the Chris Rock went to an urban this point on there will be an stretched more than you might } benefit of 3D or CGI, the flick (Joan of Arc). from Harry and the Best Title Writing 

Academy’s artsy picks don’t L.A. movie theatre and asked asterisk — if not real, implied think. In fact, in the 1930s and Ξ New categories Film winner Is The Rains Came, Hendersonsto Ed Wood. (1927 to 1928) 

mirror the movies favoured patrons whether they’d seen —next to every mention ofa early ’40s having between eight 2 Editing, Music Scoring a Myrna Loy, Tyrone Power } Best Short Film: 

by the general public was any of that year’s Best Picture Best Picture nominee: “Yes, it and 12 Best Picture nominees yg ϑηα Best Song are drama featuring torrential § The world gets alittle } Novelty (1932 to 1935) 

becoming an embarrassment nominees — Million Dollar was nominated, but only after was the norm. To the right we introduced. Unfortunately © downpours, flooding smaller as the award for DreamWorks pulls out to Best Assistant Director 

for organizers. Although the Baby, Finding Neverland, they went to 10.” On the upside, take a look at how the Oscars eg for the latter, Randy and an earthquake. Best Foreign Language an early lead when Shrek (1934 to 1937) 

ceremony was never designed Sideways, The Aviator, Ray. it’s less likely that two favoured gradually became the show = Newman won't be born Somewhere, Roland Film becomes a regular wins in the first new Best Dance Direction 

to be a popularity contest, in They hadn't. films will cancel each other we know today . Ξ] for another eight years. Emmerich just yelled “Ha!” — category. La Stradawins. category since 1982, (1935 to 1937) 
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QUIZ 


Sure, we Care about who wins Oscars, but what everyone really talks about the morning 
after the big show Is the fashions. Suddenly, we all have opinions about spaghetti straps, 
big bows and ruching. So here’s a chance to test your knowledge of Oscar fashions...and 
the stars who get all dressed up for our entertainment «> sy inerip RANDOJA 


In 1999, Gwyneth Paltrow 
is pretty in pink after 
walking away with a 

Best Actress Oscar for 
Shakespeare in Love. 

Who designed her girly — 

but very simple — gown? 

Ralph Lauren b. Tom Ford 

Gianni Versace 


Penélope Cruz glows in 
this vintage Balmain 
chiffon dress at last 


year’s Oscars where she : 
tookhomea — 
Best Supporting Actress . ra 
statue. For which film did ae ἢ 
she win her prize? . ἊΝ < 


Entertainment Weekly 
ranked Best Actress 
Oscar winner Halle Berry’s 
striking Elie Saab dress 
as one of the best ever. 
In which year did the 
Monster's Ball star wear 
the gown? 

2000 ».2002 c.2004 
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2 Can you name the 
a) ce mystery actor (dolled up 
> al in adiamond-studded 
Marchesa gown) arriving 
at the 2007 Oscar 
ceremonies? Hint: Her 
ε husband is among the 
, photographers taking 
her photo. 


Erin Brockovich star 
Julia Roberts lets out a 
joyous scream during 
her Best Actress Oscar 
acceptance speechin 
2001. She also had 
fashionistas singing her 
praises for her choice 
of gown, an elegant 
vintage dress. Who 
designed her frock? 
Valentino b. Chanel 
Armani 


- 


- al ae 
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One of the Oscars’ 
most famous fashion 
statements was made by 
The Adventures of 
Priscilla, Queen of the 
Desert’s Oscar-winning 
costume designer Lizzy 
Gardiner (seen here with 
fellow designer Tim 
Chappel) in 1995 when 
she wore a dress made 
entirely of American 
Express Gold cards. How 
many cards did it take to 
complete the dress? 
116 b. 254 c. 300 


Hilary Swank shows off 
her athletic body in an 
eye-popping Guy Laroche 
gown in 2005. She'd go 
on to win the 
Best Actress Oscar later 
that evening for 
Million Dollar Baby. 
What was her 
character’s sport? 


Not all red-carpet 
outfits are winners. 
Miley Cyrus looks as if 
she pulled her great- 
grandmother’s turn-of- 
the-century frock out of 
mothballs for her Oscar 
appearance last year. 
Cyrus was on hand to 
sing a tune from which 
2008 animated flick? 
Hint: She also voiced a 

character in the film. 


At last year’s Oscars, 
Best Actor nominee 
Mickey Rourke rocked a 
white Jean-Paul Gaultier 
tuxedo. His many 
accessories included a 
lapel pin and achoker 
that carried photos οἵ... 
his mother Ann 
his ex-wife Carré Otis 
his deceased dog Loki 


1) VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA, 2) B, 3) A, 4) BOLT, 5) C,6) BOXER, 7) B, 8) A, 9) JENNIFER LOPEZ 


[5] ALL PHOTOS ©A.M.PAS. 
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BIG SCREEN TASTE ef 


THE GOLDEN 


LOBES 


Whether or not 
you agree with 
their choices, 
the Golden Globes 
carry clout with 
Academy members, 
50 it’s prudent to 
pay attention to the 


AWARDS 


Beginning this year, there are now 10 Best Picture nominees, 
which makes picking a Best Picture winner in your office Oscar pool 
even harder. To give you a hand figuring out the Oscar puzzle, we've 
compiled a list of the year’s best actors, directors and movies as 
chosen by film critics from across North America 


MTT 
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TORONTO FILM CRITICS NATIONAL BOARD Hollywood pale te 
ASSOCIATION: OF REVIEW Press Association's 
Hunger and Up in the Air : Mm Top: The Hurt Locker’s 
Inglourious Basterds Clint Eastwood (Invictus) annual list of Jeremy Renner 
Kathryn Bigelow George Clooney (Up in Wwinner;rs This picture: 
(The Hurt Locker) the Air) and Morgan Freeman (Invictus) Mo'Nique in Precious 
Nicolas Cage (The Bad Carey Mulligan >Best Picture (Drama) 


Lieutenant: Port of Call New Orleans) 
Carey Mulligan (An Education) 
Christoph Waltz 
(Inglourious Basterds) 


Anna Kendrick (Up in the Air) 


NEW YORK FILM CRITICS 
CIRCLE 
The Hurt Locker 
Kathryn Bigelow 
(The Hurt Locker) 
George Clooney 
(Up in the Air and Fantastic Mr. Fox) 
Meryl Streep (Julie & Julia) 
Christoph Waltz 
(Inglourious Basterds) 
Mo’Nique (Precious) 


LOS ANGELES FILM CRITICS 
ASSOCIATION 
The Hurt Locker 
Kathryn Bigelow 
(The Hurt Locker) 
Jeff Bridges (Crazy Heart) 
Yolande Moreau (Séraphine) 
Christoph Waltz 
(Inglourious Basterds) 
Mo’Nique (Precious) 


(An Education) 
Woody Harrelson 
(The Messenger) 
Anna Kendrick 
(Up in the Air) 


BOSTON SOCIETY OF 
FILM CRITICS: 

The Hurt Locker 

Kathryn Bigelow 
(The Hurt Locker) 
Jeremy Renner 

(The Hurt Locker) 

Meryl Streep (Julie ὃ Julia) 

Christoph Waltz 
(Inglourious Basterds) 
Mo’Nique 

(Precious) 


SAN FRANCISCO FILM 
CRITICS CIRCLE: 
The Hurt Locker 
Kathryn Bigelow 
(The Hurt Locker) 
Colin Firth (A Single Man) 
Meryl Streep (Julie ὃ Julia) 
Christian McKay 
(Me & Orson Welles) 
Mo’Nique (Precious) 
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Avatar 

>Best Picture (Comedy or Musical) 
The Hangover 

>Best Director: 

James Cameron (Avatar) 

>Best Actor (Drama) 

Jeff Bridges (Crazy Heart) 

>Best Actor (Comedy or Musical) 
Robert Downey Jr. (Sherlock Holmes) 
>Best Actress (Drama) 

Sandra Bullock (The Blind Side) 
>Best Actress (Comedy or Musical) 
Meryl Streep (Julie & Julia) 

>Best Supporting Actor: 

Christoph Waltz (Inglourious Basterds) 
> Best Supporting Actress: 
Mo’Nique (Precious) 


CHICAGO FILM CRITICS 
ASSOCIATION: 
The Hurt Locker 
Kathryn Bigelow 
(The Hurt Locker) 
Jeremy Renner (The Hurt Locker) 
Carey Mulligan (An Education) 
Christoph Waltz 
(Inglourious Basterds) 
Mo’Nique (Precious) 


VANCOUVER FILM CRITICS 
CIRCLE: 

Up in the Air 

Kathryn Bigelow (The Hurt Locker) 

Colin Firth (A Single Man) 
Carey Mulligan (An Education) 
Christoph Waltz 
(Inglourious Basterds) 
Vera Farmiga 

(Up in the Air) 


NATIONAL SOCIETY 
OF FILM CRITICS: 
The Hurt Locker 
Kathryn Bigelow (The Hurt Locker) 
Jeremy Renner (The Hurt Locker) 
Yolande Moreau (Séraphine) 
Christoph Waltz 
(Inglourious Basterds) and 
Paul Schneider (Bright Star) 
Mo’Nique (Precious) 
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Shutter Island's Emily Mortimer 
in her on-set cell with director 
Martin Scorsese 


-'΄ 


5 
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In Martin Scorsese’s Shutter Island, 

is the lucky lady being chased by Leonardo DiCaprio. 
Unfortunately, it’s because she’s escaped from a 
mental institution and he’s the investigator 

trying to track her down e+ sy gos strauss 


Lars and the Real Girl) to morally ambiguous (Transsiberian). And 
like it needs to be said, she’s as adorable as she is talented. 

We recently spoke with the woefully underappreciated Mortimer 
by phone. 


hen is the rest of the world going to fall in love 
with Emily Mortimer like those in the know 
did long ago? 

Probably not after seeing Martin Scorsese’s 
psycho-thriller Shutter Island, in which the 38- 
year-old plays escaped, homicidal and otherwise 
frightening mental patient Rachel Solando — the character whose 
disappearance draws a couple of U.S. Marshals (Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Mark Ruffalo) to a remote psychiatric hospital. 

But please don’t let that distort your impression of the actor, who 
is, in reality, sweet, smart and ingratiatingly funny. The daughter of 
the late British attorney and scriptwriter Sir John Mortimer (Rumpole 
of the Bailey), Emily has displayed a near limitless range of acting 
ability, nailing everything from vulnerable sexy (Lovely and Amazing, 
Young Adam, Woody Allen’s Match Point) to steely supportive (Redbelt, 


You make some pretty intense movies when you're not 
doing Pink Panther flicks. 

“I’m at my best, almost, when I put myself in extreme situa- 
tions. I become very calm and I know how to handle it. It’s sort of 
everyday life that makes me start to panic.” 


And now you're a crazy person in Shutter Island. Was that fun? 

“On my second day on the set, I had to go mad. There was 
Ben Kingsley, and Mark Ruffalo, and Leonardo DiCaprio, and 
Martin f---ing Scorsese, and 1 kept thinking, I don’t continued 
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know what I’m going to do! I should have watched more documen- 
taries on mad people! I watched a DVD and I talked to a brilliant 
psychiatrist who was working on the movie. But in the end, you just 
have to make your own choice about what you’re going to do. I 
probably got it wrong, but I felt like I vaguely understood what was 
required of me in this movie, which is brilliant and terrifying and, on 
some level, almost like those strange, perverse 1950s B movies. I 
think it’s full of references to Sam Fuller and Michael Powell films, 
which Marty’s obsessed with.” 


Well, it’s set in the era of Shock Corridor and Black Narcissus. 

“Yes, I was playing a perfect 50s housewife who happens to be a 
complete psychotic. I think that era was conducive to mental insta- 
bility. The book, script and movie all had this feeling of, is it me that’s 
mad or is it the rest of the world? Especially for women at that time, 
who were left at home all day, looking after the kids or living in this 
kind of lonely, Stepford Wife existence. They probably felt like they 
wanted to scream or stab someone. The claustrophobia of being the 
perfect woman, that’s what I had in my head.” 


Please tell us Leo was nice and helpful. 

“All of my scenes are with Leo. I liked him very much. I mean, 
everyone’s so nice about everyone when they talk about working 
with people, but I really, genuinely felt that he was such a down-to- 
earth person. He didn’t play the role of the big film star at all. He was 
easygoing and chatty and funny, but at the same time not showing 
off at all. He was really easy to be around, and made it much less 
embarrassing and mortifying for me than it could have been.” 


And Mr. Scorsese? 

“He is the least intimidating genius that I’ve ever met. Most genius- 
es are pretty terrifying, and you feel like you’ve got to sort of plan 
what you say around them before it comes out. But he’s so affable and 
he loves talking. And he loves to chat about movies, which is the best 
part. It was like a sort of master class in film history, being with him.” 


For someone with such an impressive resumé, you seem a 
little less confident than you ought to be. Is that just a natural 
personality trait? 

“I was very shy as a kid. I used to dread social interaction or having 
to talk in class or anything like that. I found it just excruciating. But 
there was something about overcoming that terror; I guess it’s sort 
of like aversion therapy, where they make people who are terrified of 
pigeons hold a pigeon. I realized quite early on that 1{1 did the thing 
that Iwas almost most scared of, it wasn’t so bad; in fact, it was quite 
good. Somehow 1 wasn’t shy when I was acting. I really don’t under- 
stand it, there must be some subconscious thing going on 
behind it — or not.” 


Is that why you still seek the most challenging 
or disturbing roles you can find? 

“I’ve worked out over the years that I have to be interested in the 
job that I’m doing. It seems so simple, but you forget these simple 
things sometimes. You have to be really interested in what you’re 
doing to have any chance of being any good in it or contributing 
anything to yourself. I guess, for that reason, I keep getting taken 
further and further into weirder and weirder set-ups.” 
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Men in Hats: From left, Mark Ruffalo, 
Leonardo DiCaprio and a burly police 
officer on Shutter Island 

Below: Emily Mortimer as Rachel Solando 


[5] MEDFIELD PHOTOS COURTESY OF IUSSA.ORG 


You’re as English as a red rose is, well, red. Yet you’ve 
been living with your husband (American actor 
Alessandro Nivola) and your son in New York for a number 

of years now. Ever get homesick? 

“I miss England terribly. But I’ve missed England so much for so 
long, I’ve now kind of got bored of missing England because it’s just 
too exhausting. I spent the first six years of being with my husband 
begging to go back there, but now I’ve just given up. Actually, in 
some ways, it probably has something to do with that thing we’ve 
been talking about this whole time, which is forcing yourself into 
different situations. And so I now have decided it’s a privileged posi- 
tion to be in —— much to my husband’s relief —— to have a perspective 
on the world that isn’t myopic like it can be if you stay in the same 
place. But if! could get my mom and my sister and her family and my 
three best friends and all their children to all move to Brooklyn, then 
Τα be perfectly happy.” ἢ 
{Π{ΠΠ|||Π||||||||||Π|||Π||{1||||||{Π||{||||{1|||Π||{||||{|||Π||{||||{|||||{|||||{|||||||{|||||{1|||{Π||Π||{Π||{||||||||||Π||Π|||Π||Π||Π|||| 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies. 
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If you're going to set a movie 
inside a psychiatric hospital, 
you might as well film inside a 
psychiatric hospital. 

Some scenes set at 
Shutter Island's fictitious 
Asheville Hospital for the 
Criminally Insane were shot at 
the former Medfield State 


sustaining community that 
raised its own livestock and 
crops, with patients tending to 
the chickens and growing 
their own vegetables. The 
hospital even generated its 
own heat, light and power. 

By 2001, Medfield’s 
population was down to 150 
Hospital, locatedin Medfield, patients and the institute was 
Massachusetts. shuttered in April 2003. 

The psychiatric rehabilitation However, filmmakers have 
centre, which is now closed, found the late 19th-century 
was built in 1892 on a 900- property to their liking — not 
acre property. Atthe heightof only did Martin Scorsese 
its use (1952) 1,500 patients choose Medfield for 
were housed among the Shutter Island, but director 
hospital’s 58 buildings. Atthat Richard Kelly filmed a portion 
time, Medfield was a self- of The Boxat the site. —IR 
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Tolstoy, 
minx 


secretary in The Last Station 
— love of country, love of 

love of that sexy 

Nasha. Problem is 
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There’s plenty of love 


᾿ς Russian 


trying to sort them out 


δ BY BOB STRAUSS 


haa 


OME WOULD SAY that James McAvoy 


is back where he belongs. James McAvoy 
would be one of them. 
“After Wanted, I knew I didn’t want to do 
another big-budget thing — for a while, any- 
way,” the congenial Scotsman says during a 
recent interview in Beverly Hills. Wearing a 
striped, long-sleeved T-shirt, jeans and scuffed 
cowboy boots, he looks utterly unpretentious 
and a good half-decade younger than his 30 
years. “I wanted to do something that was less about the technical 
and more about the just artistic. Perhaps not about the artistic in 
terms of the art and the image, but acting. Basically, a talking heads 
movie, lots of people talking. That’s really all this movie’s got; we 
didn’t have enough money to make it look, like, huge.” 

The film is The Last Station, anonetheless handsome-looking piece 
about the final year of the great Russian writer, and count, Leo Tolstoy’s 
life. McAvoy plays Valentin Bulgakov, Tolstoy’s new secretary who is 
sent to spy on the author of War and Peace and Anna Karenina by the 
leader of the Tolstoyans, a group devoted to the aristocrat’s spiritual 
teachings. The Tolstoyans want nothing more than to have the copy- 
rights to the writer’s works bequeathed to the Russian people. 

Tolstoy, played by Canada’s master thespian Christopher Plummer, 
is torn between that noble sentiment and the wishes of his loving, 
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mercurial wife, Countess Sofya (Helen Mirren), who wants to keep the 
rewards of his legacy in the family. Upon reaching the Tolstoy estate, 
Valentin finds himself torn between his populist cause and the wishes 
of Sofya, who is as charismatic as she is intense and, often, outlandish. 

Based on a novel by Jay Parini, The Last Station is rich in history, 
philosophy and, unlike most period pieces, humour. After the py- 
rotechnics of his hit action film, the stage-trained McAvoy found 
everything about the production irresistible. 

“One of the real reasons I was attracted to the film was because I 
thought it was funny,” says McAvoy, whose dramatic films such as 
The Last King of Scotland and Atonement have leaned toward the heavy 
end ofthe spectrum. “I liked who it was about and what it was about, 
but I was really drawn by the fact that it was humorous at times. I 
found that really refreshing.” 

He was also attracted to the project’s overall tone. Director 
Michael Hoffman had been developing the piece for the better part of 
a decade. And its early 20th-century setting, before the old Russian 
society was swept away by the communist revolution, inspired 
Hoffman to write much of the screenplay in the style of the great 
chronicler of that bygone world, Anton Chekhov. 

“When I was very young, I played a small part in The Cherry Orchard 
and loved it so much,” says McAvoy. “When I read Valentin in this, I 
felt there was a really shared soul there. Valentin was so full of belief, 
and to play somebody so defined and so definite is always quite 
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fun,” he added. “But then to have the very thing that defines him 
change into the complete opposite is really something. I really like 
character progressions like that. I don’t like to play a guy who comes 
in with an opinion and by the time the movie ends, he’s still of the 
same opinion.” 

The naive Valentin faces extra confusion at the nearby Tolstoyan 
commune, where the sect’s tenet of idealized, celibate love is quickly 
undermined for him by lusty, independent-thinking Masha (Rome’s 
Kerry Condon). The Great Man proves no assistance when Valentin 
seeks guidance to help him keep his pants on. Tolstoy proves far 
earthier than his dogmatic devotees, and enjoys an active physical 
relationship with the countess. 

The aristocrats’ daughter, Sasha, is played by McAvoy’s wife, 
Anne-Marie Duff. Did that make McAvoy’s love scenes with Condon 
extra awkward? “It was totally fine, everybody was an actor,” he says 
unselfconsciously. “It’s just another part of the job, isn’t it? I mean, 
my wife and I have worked together before, and done sex scenes with 
each other and with other people in that TV show we did [Shameless].” 

The couple lives a comparatively simple life in a North London flat, 
which McAvoy has the annoying habit of cleaning obsessively. He 
says it’s not frugality that keeps him from hiring domestic help, but 
rather an outgrowth of the skyrocketing career that takes him to 
far-flung locations for long periods of time. 

“It’s my little kingdom,” he says of the apartment. “When I come 
home after I’ve been away for a while, my wife gets mad at me some- 
times because I’ll immediately start tidying things. But I spend a lot 
of time away from home and I want to make that territory mine 
again. Maybe if] was at home 365 days a year...but I’m not. SoI really 
want to get involved in the daily things.” 

McAvoy will spend this month in Vancouver trying to shoot the 
comic drama I’m With Cancer around the Winter Olympics hoopla. 
He’s already got Robert Redford’s Civil War era courtroom drama 


Opposite page: Kerry Condon 
tries to seduce James McAvoy 
This Picture: McAvoy with 
Christopher Plummer 

Below: Helen Mirren gives 
McAvoy the once-over 


The Conspirator in the can. And while he’s signed up for a Wanted 
sequel, he says he hasn’t heard anything about a production date, 
nor even seen a Script. 

He doesn’t sound at all anxious about that. McAvoy will undoubt- 
edly be happy to keep making character-focused indie films for as 
long as they let him. 

If they keep letting him. 

“I went to a studio in Britain with an idea for a $40-million movie,” 
he recounts. “They said that they liked the idea, but they weren’t 
going to doit unless I could figure out a way to make it a three-picture 
franchise or ifI could come back to them with a $100-million idea, so 
they could stand to make bigger money back. 

“T really don’t think I understand the film industry well enough to 
give my opinion as amember of the community,” McAvoy shrugs. “But 
they can’t all be blockbusters. They can’t all share the market; it seems 
to me that you’re going to lose out if you only do that. We have to 
keep getting these mid-level and smaller movies made, somehow.” @ 
{{ΠΠΠΠ|{Π||Π||{Π|||{1||1|||{||||{1||||||{||||{Π|||{|||{Π||Π|{|||||||Π||||Π|||Π||{|||{Π||{Π||{||{Π|{ΠΠ||{Π||Π||||Π|{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ|ΠΠ|ΠΠ||||] 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about 
movies and filmmakers. 
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hard to imagine a more fitting interpreter 

of Lewis Carroll’s delightfully deranged 1865 novel 

Alice in Wonderland than delightfully deranged 

filmmaker Tim Burton. The director’s vivid imagination and place at 

the forefront of moviemaking’s creative edge seems a perfect match 

for the 19th-century English author, who was also an inventor and a 
respected photographer in that art form’s early days. 

Yet Burton admits when he first read Alice in Wonderland as a boy 

he felt no emotional connection whatsoever. Nor did he warm to any 
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of the film or TV adaptations he would later watch. Burton didn’t see 
anything special in the little girl famous for falling down a rabbit hole 
until he bought a house once owned by an English illustrator named 
Arthur Rackham (1867 — 1939). “I live and work out of his studio,” 
Burton says during an interview at San Diego’s Comic-Con. “In 1905 
he did some amazing versions of Alice in Wonderland, Sleepy Hollow, 
things that I’ve been involved with. So I felt there was a real weird 
connection to me, the material, and life. It always helps somehow.” 

When Burton decided to do his own version of Alice, he wanted it 


i 


qn 1]!!! ! 


This picture: Alice in Wonderland 
director Tim Burton gives his Alice 
(Mia Wasikowska) some guidance 
Below: Wasikowska in Wonderland 


to have an emotional grounding he felt was missing from earlier 
versions — but, of course, with a Tim Burton twist. “Every character 
is weird, but I tried to give them their own specific weirdness so that 
they’re all different,” he says. “The real attempt was to try to make 
Alice feel more like a story as opposed to a series of events.” 

While Burton filled much of his cast with frequent collaborators 
— Johnny Depp plays the Mad Hatter (their seventh film together) 
and Burton’s long-time partner, Helena Bonham Carter, is the nefar- 
ious Red Queen (their sixth joint effort) — 20-year-old Australian 


* 


» + 

Aliceéin Wonderland = 
a =Endless Possibilities. 
γ Y) The director tells us 
| how he sifted through 
all the technology 

at his disposal, and 

utilized some of his 
favourite actors, 

to create his own 

version of a classic 


BY SHEILA ROBERTS 


newcomer Mia Wasikowska nabbed the pivotal title role. And this is 
no preteen, headband-wearing Alice. Now 19, our heroine finds 
herself at a lavish party receiving a very public marriage proposal 
from aman she does not want to marry. Distraught, she runs offand, 
once again, falls down a rabbit hole and finds herself in Wonderland, 
a place she visited years before. 

“There are so many stories of Alice in Wonderland,” says Burton, 
evoking the book’s sequel, Through the Looking Glass. “The goal was 
to take the random elements ofthe books andmake — continued > 
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Depp’s strength, according to Burton, is his ability to breathe life and 
. humanity into eccentric, often morally ambiguous, characters. “Johnny 
\ tries to find a grounding to the character — something that you feel as 
a opposed to just being mad,” says the director. “With a lot of versions, 
Noti ς Θ a H ik 7 H - Al R ES [the Mad Hatter] is a very one-note kind of character. His goal was to 
M A R C H bth bring out more of a human side to the strangeness of the character.” 
Te semblance “) The film’s formidable cast also includes Anne Hathaway as the 
id White Queen, Crispin Glover as the Knave of Hearts, Stephen Fry as 
the Cheshire Cat, Christopher Lee as the Jabberwock, Michael Sheen 
have been done before, but this is anew mixture of them that way.” as the White Rabbit and Alan Rickman as the Caterpillar. But it’s the 
When Disney suggested doing the film in 3D, Burton had no virtually unknown Wasikowska on whom so much of the film’s success 
problem. “It puts you in this world more. Just with the Alice material, rests. While she’s had roles in smaller American films like Amelia and 
growing and shrinking, the spatial, the weird spaces and places that Defiance, and on the TV show In Treatment, Wasikowksa doesn’t have: πῃ». 
you're in, it just helps with the experience,” he says. the experience or star power of, say, an Ellen Page oraDakotaFanning. ἢ = : if ΕΝ 
: As 3D technology has advanced, Burton says, the gimmicky aspects What made her right for such a weighty role? ε ' 
>>> its own story. They don’t really follow a specific linear structure. I just ; have diminished and the focus is now on enhancing the experience. “Most Alices are just a precocious girl wandering through things,” : 
wanted to try and do a version that’s like a movie.” : “Obviously, these movies have to not only work in 3D, but you’ve got to Burton says. “I wanted somebody with a gravity to her, aninternal : os , . 
Of course, plot is only half the battle. Burton, who is well known : lookatitin2Dand say this 15 still ἃ good movie that you want to see.” life, something that you could just look at and see the wheels turning. | a» —" i 
for his stylistic eccentricities, had to decide how much of the film , Beyond the visual effects, Burton was counting on Depp’s ability It’s just a simple kind of power to her that I really liked — not flam- 
should be live-action and how much should be special effects.In an : to bring a unique personal perspective to an unusual character. It’s boyant, not very showy. That’s why I picked her.” 
era when so many different techniques are available — motion- : something the actor has done throughout his career and in each of And what about casting his lovely partner Helena Bonham Carter 
capture, animation, blue screen, 3D — he says he tries to choose the ; his partnerships with Burton, from their first film together, 1990’s as the villain? “Helena? I don’t know,” he responds. “She was available 
medium that works best for the project. “I went more with the pure : Edward Scissorhands, to their last, 2007’s Sweeney Todd: The Demon and she’s got a big head that seemed to fit the Red Queen.” ἢ 


animation and then live action,” he says of Alice, “but then tried : Barber of Fleet Street. “Anytime I’ve worked with him that’s what he ΠΠΠΠΠΠΧψψΜΠ7ΠΠ 
to work the live action to fit into the world. All the techniques : tries to do,” says Burton. “This was no exception.” Sheila Roberts lives in Los Angeles where she writes about film. 


—" 7 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER OF FLEET STREET (2007) 


ALICE IN WONDERLAND (2010) 
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Valentine's Day than ἢ : ΕΑΝ, 
a big smile and red 
lingerie, like the 
Beyond Cleavage 
Lace Bra 
($43, La Senza)? 
ere’s a 
romantically certified fact. 
There is no union that isn’t 


improved by a package with 


a big honking bow on it. ἝΝ πὶ 

Even if it’s sent to you by ie | A a The “player” in your life will love the flashy bottle, This Sterling Silver “Cha-Cha” Bracelet Nothing’s more classic for Valentine’s Day than 
rtain secr mirer ae) | , i a ut Paco Rabanne 1 Million or 50 ml, London , Silpada.ca or 1-888-925- is bo ruby-red lips. Maybelline New York’s Color 

ἃ certain secret admire | | WN but Paco Rabanne 1 Million ($56 for 50 ml, Lond ($192, Silpad 1-888-925-7732) is bold by-red lips. Maybelline New York’s Col 


Drugs] with its notes of leather, amber and woods, and sparkly, and even after a big meal, Sensational Lipstick in Are You Red-Dy ($10, 


(a.k.a. yourself). Bae i ΠΗ | ie 
smoulders in a subtle way that'll please you. it'll still fit. What’s not to love? drugstores] is pigment rich and moisturizing. 


That’s the beauty of 
Valentine’s Day. It’s an 
inclusive holiday, afield ὁ 
day for committed couples 
but also a chance for the 
unattached to indulge in 
some serious auto-gifting. 

No one is exempt. Everyone 


gets a prize! And ina nifty F AAW -- aS 
reversal, the present on this ey" Ne << ™ } = Ἢ 
year’s list from Tiffany actually .ὋΗης νος οὖὐ ; 7 | wilh =) 
goes to...a man. It turns out SS. | “NAS . | " I” A 
that iconic blue box is : Ss ͵ ; \ = | 
gender-neutral. Really. : 
Guerlain Idylle ($82 for 35 ml, The Bay) isa Customize a Dell Computer (laptops $329 and up, Cheaper than a plane ticket, Paris Patisseries 
bouquet of lush Bulgarian roses, lilacs and OPI custom cover an additional $85 at Dell.com) with ($49, Indigo) is a visual odyssey through the 
lilies of the valley wafting over a sensual a glossy cover in the classic OPI nail polish shade City of Light’s best pastry shops, complete with 
chypre base of patchouli and white musk. “I'm Not Really a Waitress” — perfect for Valentine's. tempting close-up photos. 
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x 4 > _4 ~~ fea a A Ld ἡ LW Corral his keys and engrave a secret message to This Eco-Friendly Card from Botanical Paperworks The nifty Kodak Zx1 Pocket Video Camera 


your beau on Tiffany’s “Return to Tiffany” ($5 for a pack of 10, botanicalpaperworks.com] is ($180, Canadian Tire} has a zoom lens, shoots 
Sterling Silver Oval Tag Key Ring embedded with wildflower seeds. Plant it and let up to 10 hours of HD video of your sweetie 
($170, www.tiffany.ca). your Valentine's gift last into summer. and is compact enough to take everywhere. 


I's time for a heart-to-heart 
ef BY LIZA HERZ 
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Sometimes you just want to hunt bugs 


e> BY SCOTT GARDNER 


᾿ς Ws 
>» Lost Planet 2 ps3, xBox 360 


any of today’s finest videogames present 
sophisticated narratives, compelling 
characters and even wrenching moral 
choices. But sometimes all that thinking 
and caring feels like work. That’s when 
you visit Lost Planet 2. 

The original game, Lost Planet: 
Extreme Condition, arrived in January 200? with an unusual 
premise — basically Starship Troopers on the ice planet Hoth. On an 
inhospitable world of vast snowy canyons (actually called E.D.N. Ill], 
Small bands of colonists fight off both “snow pirates” and zillions of 
Akrid — an aggressive insectoid species of flying jellyfish, house-sized 
spiders and even bigger scorpion thingys. It was a highly enjoyable 
third-person shooter, with an eccentric steampunk-inspired look and 
Strong online team play, but hobbled by an incomprehensible story. 

Lost Planet 2 fixes this by adopting the following plot: “Listen up 
soldier! Your mission is to go to Insertion Point Alpha and accomplish 
objective MacGuffin — should be a cakewalk.” But it isn’t. Cue intense, 
chaotic sci-fi battle of men vs. other men vs. monsters. Repeat. 

Also, E.D.N. is now warming, creating jungles, oceans and deserts 
and — Holy Unintended Consequences! — awakening even bigger 
Akrid. In one early battle you take on a six-legged, armoured 
salamander the size of a football field. Not only is the situation visually 
jaw-dropping, but it’s a slick set-up for team play as you work together 
to target the beast’s weak spots, including running down the monster's 
gullet to machine-gun Its organs. Send the rookie on that one, especially 
since survival means exiting via the great beast's, er, back door. 

RELEASE DATE: FEBRUARY 2 


PC, PS3, XBOX 360 
The sequel to one of the 
most celebrated games 


ever takes you back to Rapture, 


the ruined underwater 

city overrun by genetically 
modified freaks. This time, 
however, you’re one of ‘em: 
a powerful Big Daddy, the 


iconic heavy of the first game, 


complete with old-time diving 

helmet and a drill for an arm. 

Isn’t progress wonderful? 
RELEASE DATE: FEBRUARY 9 


πο τὴ 


fa ao ee 


Coached by the Jamaican 
Bobsled team, race a 
variety of inner tubes, 
discs, toboggans and 
sleds down 10 snowy 
courses in a quest to 
compete at the “World 
Winter Games.” Racing 
against one another or the 
Jamaicans, you can also 
use the Wii Balance Board 
to guide your ride. 
RELEASE DATE: FEBRUARY 1 
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| COMTENT RATED BY 


Online Interactions 
Not Rated by the ESRB 


Fight in unprecedented battles with up to 296 combatants. 
Excel as an elite operative or become a leader of men. 


Be the one that makes the difference. Your calling awaits. 


1] Mini 
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Zombieland’s Jesse Eisenberg makes short work of a zombie clown 


FEBRUARY 2 


STARS: Hilary Swank, 

Ewan McGregor 

DIRECTOR: Mira Nair 

(The Namesake) 

STORY: While her death is one 
of the 20th century's great 
mysteries, this bio-pic 
concentrates on the life of 
aviatrix Amelia Earhart (Swank]}, 
most notably big flights and 
big romances, including her 
relationships with George 
Putnam (Richard Gere] 

and Gene Vidal (McGregor). 


DVD Extras: deleted scenes, 
Movietone News, “The Power 
of Amelia Earhart” 


STARS: Jesse Eisenberg, 
Woody Harrelson 

DIRECTOR: Ruben Fleischer 
(debut) 

STORY: Start with the premise 
of every zombie movie. 
“Look, zombies. Run.” Add an 
unexpected and completely 
random extended cameo by a 


somewhat reclusive celebrity. 


And, strangely, it adds up toa 
rather original take on the 


played-out genre. DVD extras: 
deleted scenes, commentary, 
“In Search of Zombieland” 


STARS: Jennifer Aniston, 

Aaron Eckhart 

DIRECTOR: Brandon Camp 
(debut) 

STORY: A self-help author 
(Eckhart) trying to get over 

his wife’s death has a chance 
encounter with a florist 
(Aniston] which leads to 
awkward dating and revelations 
about just how messed up they 
both are. Fortunately, they are 


ey 


». 


very good looking. DVD Extras: 
“Giving Romance a New Look,” 
commentary 


FEBRUARY 9 


STARS: Penn Badgley, 

Dylan Walsh 

DIRECTOR: Nelson McCormick 
(Prom Night) 

STORY: It’s like one of those 
creepy Dateline NBC stories, 
where a stable woman (in 
this case Sela Ward] falls 
fora seemingly stable guy 
(Walsh), having no idea that 


» 


Alessandro Nivola and Audrey Tautou in Coco Before Chanel 


he has a violent, criminal past. 


This time it’s the woman's son 
[Badgley] who suspects 
something’s amiss with 
Sstepdaddy. 


STARS: Vince Vaughn, 

Jon Favreau 

DIRECTOR: Peter Billingsley 
(debut) 

STORY: Four failing couples 
travel to an island resort 

to work on their marriages. 
Cue the eccentric therapists, 
Zany yoga Instructor and 
lots of bathing suit-oriented 
sight gags. DVD Extras: 
alternate ending, gag reel, 
commentary, ‘Paradise 
Found: Filming in Bora Bora” 


STARS: Rachel McAdams, 

Eric Bana 

DIRECTOR: Robert Schwentke 
(Flightplan) 

STORY: Clare [McAdams] and 
Henry (Bana] have a 
complicated relationship. He 
keeps taking off on her, and, 
understandably, she doesn't 


like it. But it’s not that he has 
commitment Issues. It’s that 
he’s a time traveller, and has 
no control over when and 
where he disappears. 


STARS: Michael Stuhlbarg, 
Richard Kind 

DIRECTORS: Ethan Coen, 

Joel Coen 

STORY: This slow, inward-looking 
dramedy about a shlub whose 
wife leaves him for his best 
friend ended up on Roger Ebert's 
list of 2009's 10 best films. But if 
you're hoping for even a shred of 
No Country For Old Men energy 

in this follow-up from the 

Coen Brothers, you're better off 
renting Zombieland. 


FEBRUARY 16 


STARS: Audrey Tautou, 
Alessandro Nivola 

DIRECTOR: Anne Fontaine 

(The Girl from Monaco) 

STORY: Before she was a fashion 
mogul ina smart suit, Gabrielle 
“Coco” Chanel was an orphan 
and a singer anda mistress. 


Not born into privilege, 
she earned her place in the 
fashion world one perfectly 
constructed hat at a time. 


STARS? Anna Wintour, 
Vera Wang 
DIRECTOR: R.J. Cutler 

(A Perfect Candidate) 
STORY: Mery! Streep 
introduced us toa 
fictionalized version of 
Vogue editor Anna Wintour 
in The Devil Wears Prada. 
Now meet the real thing via 
this documentary outlining the 
creation of Vogue's four-pound, 
all-powerful Fall Fashion Issue. 


STARS: Matt Damon, Joel McHale 
DIRECTOR: Steven Soderbergh 
(Ocean's Eleven) 

STORY: Rarely has an exclamation 
mark incorporated into a movie 
title been so meaningful (sorry 
Moulin Rouge! ). Here it represents 
the naive excitement and childlike 
enthusiasm FBI informant 

Mark Whitacre (Damon) has for 
his clandestine assignment, 
which involves blowing the 
whistle on his powerful agri- 
business company for being 
involved in a price-fixing scheme. 


STARS: Briana Evigan, 

Rumer Willis 

DIRECTOR: Stewart Hendler 
(Whisper) 

STORY: In this horror remake, 
a prank gone wrong results in 
the murder of a sorority sister. 
So, her fellow sisters cover it 
up and go on with their 
lives...until a few months 
later, when the guilty parties 
receive a text message 
containing evidence of their 
terrible crime and then — 
wait for it — are stalked 

by a mysterious figure who 
won't be happy until they're 
all dead. 
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Drew Barrymore 


SIGN: Pisces 
BORN: February 22, 1975 
WHERE: Culver City, California 


Aquarius 

January 21 * February 19 
The trick this month is to keep 
things in motion. You can't let 
anything stall — whether in the 
area of profession, health or 
personal relationships. Be 
Skeptical of all information that 
isn't backed up. You strike a late- 
month truce with a former foe. 


Pisces 

February 20 * March 20 
Respond to bullies through wit or 
silence. Continue to concentrate 
on health and fitness and you'll 
present a warm aura by 
Valentine’s Day. Your opinions 
remain the same, but you 
articulate them more 
clearly...and get results. 


Aries 

March 21 * April 20 

You can’t afford to coast on recent 
successes. Continue to make 
innovations, and check that 
you're getting credit for all your 
ideas. At the same time, take 
advantage of an opportunity to 
move a deserving friend out of the 
Shadows and into the limelight. 


Taurus 

April 21 5% May 22 

It's a good month to make a 
presentation, but remember that 
packaging is as important as 
content. You finally shake off 
those busybodies who've 
disrupted your life. And you excel 
in public speaking or other areas 
that previously spooked you. 


| Gemini 

May 23 *% June 21 

Whether making a purchase or 
launching a friendship, 
concentrate on the standard 
features rather than the bells and 


- Sagittarius 
November 22 % December 22 
The coincidence factor is 
uncanny. You begin to wonder 
if some of February's chance 
meetings have been quietly 


whistles. planned. It’s not too late to 
make resolutions, particularly 
Cancer ones involving your spending 


June 22 *% July 22 habits. Examine relationships 
Get involved, not carried away, : before they get even more 
ina winter sport.Andtake your intense. 


time as anew relationship finds 
its footing. The month’s most Capricorn 
December 23 *% January 20 


interesting news involves family. 
It seems unremarkable at first, Avoid digging too deep unless 
you're prepared to uneartha 


but by the 28th you realize the 
extent to which it will affect you. family secret. Look forward 
to a classy party around the 


Leo | 15th. Planon meeting a 
July 23 Ἃ August 22 ' celebrity or politician. 

It’s better to build on past Renewal is an ongoing theme 
accomplishments than to start as you reconnect witha 

from scratch. And it’s not too childhood friend. 


late to ask for forgiveness for 


something you regret having 
BIRTHDA 


done, or not done, last year or 
the year before. 


Virgo 

August 23 * September 22 
You move from bit player to 
co-star in a family drama — 

and you'll earn respect for 
your honest performance. 
You’re privy to confidential job 
information and finally get how 
the system works. 


lee! 

September 23 % October 22 
It’s Valentine’s Month, with lots 
of romance packed into 28 days. 
The key is to know when to take 
the initiative. Continue to simplify 
your surroundings before you 
bury yourself in stuff. 


SCOrpioO 

October 23 *% November 21 
Early February marks the start 
of a period of professional and 
personal growth. As the month 
unfolds you'll see how the two 
areas are interconnected. 
Friends show appreciation in 
novel ways. 
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YOUR MONTHLY DOSE OF MOVIE TRIVIA 
7 

Garry Marshall directs Julia Roberts aga 
in this month's Valentine's Day. The ; 
first time the duo paired up it was 
fora 1990 romantic comedy that 
propelled Roberts’ career to a new 
level. Name that movie. 


In Cop Out, Bruce Willis plays, 
well, a cop. In which of the 
following movies did Willis not 
play a cop — Sin City, Die Hard, 
16 Blocks, Unbreakable? 


Anthony Hopkins plays father to 
Benicio Del Toro’s hairy protagonist 
inthe 1880s-set monster movie 
The Wolfman. In which 1890s-set 
monster movie did Hopkins play a 
monster-hunter named Van Helsing? 


Chris Columbus directs the new kids’ 
flick Percy Jackson & the Olympians: 
The Lightning Thief, a title that 
seems constructed to accommodate 
a franchise. Which major franchise 
did Columbus kick off earlier this 
decade, directing the first two films? 


ΥΩ 


Hayden Christensen stars in the 
upcoming heist pic Jakers. For 
which movie was Christensen 
nominated for a Golden Globe ? 


Amanda Seufried stars in Dear John, 
a romance revolving around love 
letters. In which movie did Seyfried 
write letters to three men, asking 
them to come to her wedding? 


With the release of Shutter /s/land, 
Martin Scorsese has directed 
Leonardo DiCaprio four times. 
Name their first flick together. 


Ah, young love. Dear John’s Channing Tatum and Amanda Seufried 
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OUR READERS HAVE THEIR SAY 
ἘΔ: ah 


Hands down, 
Avatar! People are 
all caught up in the 


jvisuals, but the 


‘story is amazing. 
‘It’s one of those 
__leave-you-thinking- 
~ “for-hours-after 
kind of movies. 

’m stillin the 
aftershock. 9 9 
—Jamis Hall, Thunder Bay, Ont. 


— 


= 


You told us... 


Inglourious Basterds. It 
had amazing dialogue, 
excellent cinematography 
and Christoph Waltz 
was absolutely superb. 
—Maddie Lynn, Toronto, Ont. 


Star Trek. The way they 
put together a new cast 
of the original characters, 
and how they meet. Uhura 
and Spock! The movie 
opens with a huge scene 


; that is heartfelt, too. 
: And Nimoy as Spock! 
: —Alex Laney, Toronto, Ont. 


We asked you... 


What’s your 
choice for 


2009's 


Best Picture? 


District 9. It showed that 
not all sci-fi movies have 


, to have a $150-million budget 
: to be good. The action 


scenes were pretty 
cool, too. 
—Jaymie Shermack, 


: Edmonton, Alta. 


NEXT QUESTION: Which movie has the best opening scene? 


rr 


at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 


All responses must be entered by February 28th. Look for the answers to this question in the April issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. 


Moon. This fairly low 
budget, almost quiet 


2 movie blew me away with 
: its little to no SFX, and 


a beautifully simple 


| look into the greater 
: human condition. 

ΕΠ Sam Rockwell’s 

: best performance. 

: —Tyson Storozinski, 


Vancouver, B.C. 


Just in time for Valentine’s Day 


Enter fora 
chance to 


Οὐείὶ. aS Prize 
ree Pree aX | Pack 


Using a QR code reader on your smart phone 
to enter is quick and easy! Here’s how: 


If you’re a first time user, visit Skuyou.com on 
your smart phone to download and install the QR code 
reader. 


When the download is complete you'll be in 
camera mode. Take a centred and focused picture of 
the QR code. 


When the QR code image is surrounded by a 
green line, press your trackball to accept it and launch 
the site. (If the site doesn’t load instantly, press your 
escape or back key to view the page). 


www.couplesretreat.mobi 


ON) DVD8&ABEU-RAYes FRIDAYS FEBRUARYZ5>! 


UNIVERSAL 
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UNIVERSAL STUDIOS 


(UNIVERSAL STUDIOS | Complete contest rules and regulations are available at www.couplesretreat.mobi 


A Division of NBC Universal © 2010 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved. QR Code is a registered trademark of DENSO WAVE INCORPORATED. 


The The The Tne 
Jemptress Hero Lecoy Bandits 


see the characters you 
love Tor Iess. 


TELUS Tuesdays presents: The 2 Price Movie Combo: 


Every Tuesday get admission, regular popcorn and a fountain drink for 5 price at Cineplex Entertainment theatres. 


ESCAPE WITH US" 


[GP|_GeNeRAL PUBLIC __ . 
CINEPLEX eT ELUS 
telus.com/tuesdays 


Ἐ72 price means approximately half of the combined price of one regular adult admission, one regular-sized fountain soft drink and one regular-sized standard popcorn. Prices may vary by market or by Cineplex theatre. The 2 Price Movie Combo 
is subject to applicable taxes. For conditions and restrictions, please visit Cineplex.com. TELUS and the TELUS logo are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. Cineplex Entertainment LP, used under license. © 2010 TELUS. 


